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BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, 
JANUARY 7, 1868. 
Read and ordered to be printed. 
By order, 
Mitton Y. Kipp, 
Chief Clerk. 


RE RQ ES 


OF THE 


COMMISSIONER 


Or 


IMMIGRATION. 


ANNAPOLIS: 
WM. THOMPSON or R,. PRINTER. 


1868. 


REPORT. 


OFFICE COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION, 
Battrmore, December 19, 1867. 
His Excellency, Thomas Swann, 
Governor of Maryland: 


Sir—The whole number of foreign immigrants who have 
arrived in this city during the year 1867 amounts to 10,753, 
an increase of 1,454 over the number arriving in 1866. Of 
these, 778 came directly to this city in steamships ; 9,225 in 
sailing vessels, and 750 by rail from New York. Of this 
number, 2,263 have remained in the State, having procured 
employment through the agency of this office. They have been 
located in the city of Baltimore, and the counties of Balti- 
more, Harford, Howard, Carroll, Washington, Allegany, Anne 
Arundel, Cecil, Calvert, St. Mary’s, Prince George’s, Queen 
Anne’s and Talbot. Among these are mechanics of eminent 
skill, artistes, and agricultural laborers, the latter comprising 
the largest number. Some of them also possessed capital, 
ranging from $200 to $1,300, but they all preferred to labor 
for others for a season, until they became thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the system of agriculture pursued in this 
State, and had increased their means to a figure that would 
enable them to purchase a homestead. They are, in the 
main, of the best class of Germans, physically, and will add 
materially to the productive labor of the State. 


The plan proposed in my last report of sending our agent 
to Germany, to induce a more general immigration of per- 
sons, with means sufficient to purchase, immediately on their 
arrival, small tracts of land, and thus become permanently 
identified with us at once, was not carried out, owing to the 
failure of the General Assembly to provide the means neces- 
sary to its accomplishment. My operations were, therefore, 
confined to making provision for those who came over volun- 
tarily, and at the suggestion of numerous agents of immigra- 
tion in Germany, whom I had thoroughly posted in regard 
to the resources of this State. It would be largely conducive 
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to the interests of the State, if this plan were carried out im 
the future. Personal contact with intending immigrants 
by a person well versed with the condition of Maryland, is 
necessary to the procurement of that class of population which 
is most desirable and beneficial to the State. 


T have done all in my power, with the limited means at 
hand, to facilitate the growth of the industrial population of 
the State, and it is a matter of satisfaction that these efforts 
have resulted as favorably as this report will indicate. With 
a more general appreciation of the office, which would have 
resulted in enlarged means, its usefulness would have been 
greatly enhanced, 


I sincerely hope that. the next General Assembly, which 
will have to provide means for conducting the office of Com= 
missioner of Labor and Agriculture, will include a liberal 
appropriation for this branch of his duties; and that the 
good already accomplished, the good feeling towards this 
State already created by means of printed statistics dis- 
tributed throughout Europe, will not be allowed to suffer for 
want of the fostering care of those whose duty it will be to 
provide for it in the future. 


I am, very respectfully, 


Your obedient servant, 


WM. R. COLE, 
Com’r of Immigration. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2010 with funding from 
Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation 


httos://archive.org/details/reportofcommofim1868comm 
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